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resource districts have available agronomists or soil scientists
on s taff to m ake de terminations of rate recommendations for the
application of fertilizers . These recommen d a tions som etimes
require deep so i l testing, wat er testing, det ermination of
nitrogen or p hosphate residuals, and a background k n owledge o f
soil fertility. By add in g the University of Nebraska or
certified crop advisors, it allows for a d o u ble che ckpoint t o
make certain t hat t he rec ommendations ar e foll owed b y the
p roducer. There are currently 817 certified c rop ad v isors i n
Nebraska, and 15,000 such individuals internationally. This
program is certified by the A m erican S o c iety o f Agronomy, a
scientific organization. Cert ified crop advisors are required
to pass two rigid t ests, one international test a nd one state
test, specific to the crops, soil type, and regulatory standards
of the state . They ar e also required to adhere to a code of
ethics, demonstrate education, and experience and earn 40 hours
of education e v ery t w o years in nutrient management, so..l and
w ater management, pest management, and crop management. I f you
are a f arm er an d you have a crop advisor on your property, or
you' re working with, they are probably a certified crop advisor.
As I mentioned, a certified crop advisor ha s been reco mmended
under EPA 's manag ement prog ram as esse ntial t h ird-party
consultants in making nutrient recommendations. In closing, the
natural resource districts would h ave a cho ic e of uti l izing
recommendations from t he un i versity, which is currently being
done by the Central Platte NRD, or a certi fied crop advi sor.
The fertilizer people in this state, and the people who sell our
herbicides and insecticides, have asked for this amendment, even
though the pes ticides ar e not a part of the bill. So in the
spirit of trying to get along with people and to make sure there
are double-checks and to make sure crop advisors are included in
recommendations that the NRD give. And I'm very confident t hat
the rec ommendations the un iversity wou ld make and the
recommendation that a ce rtified crop advisor wo uld make would be
very similar. For that reason, I can s upport this amendment.
And I ho pe you will also. I will be gl ad to answer any
q uest i o n s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Sen a t o r Sc h r oc k . Yo u ' v e h e a r d t h e
opening on AM0238 t o LB 93 . Open for discu ssion o n that
amendment. Sena tor Stuhr, followed by Senator Raikes. Senator
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